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Minister’s Letter
For me Easter day is the most exciting of the year: it
even beats Christmas!!!!!! What makes it even better is
that the excitement lasts for it is a day of new beginnings.
It is first and foremost the celebration of God's raising
Jesus from the dead as the victor over death and sin to
become the Lord and Saviour of countless people down the
years.
By this act the small group in the Upper Room in
Jerusalem were transformed. their despair replaced by hope
as He met them and talked with them. Russell Maltby told
his students that when he said the creed to the words "on
the third day he rose again he added “and spoke to me this
morning”. He speaks "to us but do we hear him?
As if that wasn't enough, we have to add that it was the
birth day of the Christian church so we ought all to be
excited; but are we? Has it become just a special day in the
church calendar?
The disciples rushed to tell of their meetings with Jesus
to each other and later to their world. The early Methodists
were just like them for they shared their experiences of his
presence with them with each other and everyone they met.
I wonder if we are really as brave as they were in sharing
our faith.
May the wonder of Easter: its joy, its hope, its new life
be seen in us always.
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CALENDER
MAY
Tues. 1st

7.30pm. Emergency Burnham Church Council All church
Council members are urged to attend if at all
possible as this is a very important meeting
Thur. 3rd
2.30pm. THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP - Will now meet at
Mrs. Doris Clapp's 1 Southern Lea Rd.
Sat. 5th 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning in aid of the RD Fund. –
10.30am Brent Knoll Spring Coffee Morning & Stalls.
Tues. 8th
2.30pm. The LINK Villages Fellowship - Network at Milton.
Tues. 8th
2.30pm. Women’s Network Easter Offering Service is at
Milton Methodist Church
Fri. 11th
7.00pm. Supper / Charles Wesley Celebration Hymns –
Choir.
Sat 12th 10.00 -12.03. SCF Coffeee Morning and Stalls
Sun. 13th
am. Traidcraft Stall in the Hall
Mon. 14th
8.00pm. Monday Group - Miss Norma Waters – Nursing
as I knew it.
Tues. 15th
2.30pm. The LINK Villages Fellowship - Members'
afternoon.
Thur. 17th
2.30pm. THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP - A.G.M. Rev. Joyce
Plumb.
Sat. 19th 10.00 - 12.30 Rainbow / Spring Fair Burnham
Sun. 20th
LAST Day for items for the June LINK
Mon. 21st
7.00pm. Circuit Men's Supper Club - AGM at 7.00pm
followed by Mike Rowland about the Clifton
Suspension Bridge.
Tues. 22nd
2.30pm. The LINK Villages Fellowship - A.G.M.
Wed. 23rd
Talents Evening and Supper arranged by Ros
Anderson.
Fri. 25th
6.00pm. Festival of Arts Crafts & Flowers at Hope Baptist
Church Highbridge
to Mon 28th
see April LINK for details.
Sat. 26th 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning in aid of General Church Funds.
JUNE
Sun. 3rd
am. Traidcraft Stall in the Hall
Sat 9th 10.00 -12.04 SCF Coffeee Morning and Stalls
Sun. 10th
Burnham Church Anniversary Gift Day and Tea.
Mon. 11th
8.00pm. Monday Group - AGM & Meal at Towans
Cottage.
Sat. 16th 10.00 - 12.00 Coffee Morning in aid of General Church Funds.
Sun. 17th
LAST Day for items for the July - August LINK
Wed. 20th
"Open Day" at Daphne Hill's
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“Why only one cross this year?”
A number of people have asked why there was only one cross on
Brent Knoll this Easter. The answer is simple ~ a few days before
the crosses were due to be erected, it was discovered that one of
the uprights and one of the cross pieces were missing from their
storage site. There was insufficient time to buy a replacement.
When we were on the knoll to erect the one cross, the upright was
discovered in some bushes, quite a distance from where they are
kept. Alongside were the burnt remains of the missing cross piece
and some other pieces of old timber from previous crosses.
We hope to have three crosses on the knoll once again next year,
providing a witness to the Easter message to passing traffic.
Nigel May & Colin Burt

Brent Knoll Spring Coffee Morning
Saturday 5th May
At 10.30am
Meet and Chat
Refreshments.
Various Stalls
- Raffle
Please come and join us
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Please choose your favourite Hymns from this list
46 What shall I do my God to love

563 My God, I am thine

55 Praise the Lord who reigns above

621 O Thou who this mysterious bread

101 Glory be to God on high

662 Author of faith, eternal word

148 Jesus, Thy far extended Fame

614 Jesus, We thus obey

193 Christ the Lord is risen today

674 Happy the man that finds the grace

216 And can it be that I should gain

706 Where shall my wandering Soul begin

226 Let heaven and earth agree

719 Soldiers of Christ, arise

241 Lo, He comes with clouds descending

726 God of all power, and truth, and grace

264 Jesus - the name high over all

737 Lord, that I may learn of thee

267 Love divine

738 Loving Jesus, gentle lamb

278 Ye servants of God

740 My God! I know, I feel thee mine

298 Come, thou everlasting Spirit

744 O For a thousand tongues to sing

300 Father of everlasting Grace

745 O thou who camest from above

318 Jesus, the gift divine I know

747 Saviour from sin, I wait to prove

360 Sing to the great Jehovah's praise

753 All praise to our redeeming Lord

374 Thou God of truth and love

764 Christ from whom all blessings flow

381 Forth in thy name, O Lord I go

767 Give me the faith which can remove

457 Christ, Whose glory fills the skies

791 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

460 Come sinners to the Gospel feast

799 My heart is full of Christ, and longs

504 O Heavenly King look down

811 Earth rejoice our Lord is King

528 Jesus Lover of My Soul
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Who do you serve
“ THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED, BUT TO SERVE…” Mark 10:45 NKJ

No matter how talented or successful we become, we all need a
strong dose of servant-hood. As you pursue your God-given destiny,
be careful. Don't be so focused on what you love to do, that you
neglect what needs to be done. A 3am nappy change isn't exciting,
nor is garage sweeping. Visiting someone sick may not come
naturally to you. Yet the sick need to be cared for, garages need
sweeping, and nappies need changing.
Max Lucado writes: 'The world needs servants. People like Jesus
who did not come to be served, but to serve. He chose remote
Nazareth over centre stage Jerusalem. His dad's carpentry shop over
a marble columned palace. And three decades of anonymity over a
life of popularity. He selected prayer over sleep; flawed apostles
over obedient angels. I'd have gone with the angels. Not Jesus. He
picked people. When they feared the storm. He stilled it. When they
had no money for taxes. He supplied it. He let a woman caught in
adultery interrupt His sermon, a woman with a disease interrupt His
schedule, and one with remorse interrupt His meal- Though none of
the apostles washed His feet. He washed theirs. Though none of the
soldiers at the cross begged for mercy. He extended it. And though
His followers skedaddled like scared rabbits on Thursday. He came
searching for them on Easter Sunday. The resurrected King ascended
to Heaven only after He'd spent 40days with His friends-teaching
them, encouraging them... serving them.' Peter writes: '...put on the
apron of humility, to serve one another...'
(1 Peter5:5 TEV).So, who do you serve?
H. Kempson.

Another item I have submitted taken from “The word for today”
being a reflection of each day. Hazel and I hope they will bless you
as they do us An American publication we have also found helpful
Our Daily Bread. Both publications are free but they do like to be
helped with printing and postage costs & can be obtained from.
9
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United Christian Broadcasters, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent,
ST6 4JF Tel: 0845 6040401
or RBC ministries P O Box 1. Carnforth Lancs LA5 9ES
Harry Kempson.

To mark this 50th Christian Aid Week there will be two tree
planting ceremonies on Saturday 5th May
2.00 pm. outside the Community Centre in Highbridge a
Forsythia will be planted.
3.00 pm. in Manor Gardens, Burnham-on-Sea a Birch Tree will
be planted. It is hoped that the Mayor will be there. Why not come
along.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Father Murphy walks into a pub in Donegal, and says to the first man
he meets "Do you want to go to Heaven?"
The man said "I do. Father"
The priest said "Then stand over there against the wall"
Then the priest asked the second man "Do you want to go to Heaven?"
"Certainly Father" said the man.
"Then stand over there against the wall" said the priest.
Then Father Murphy walked up to O'Toole and said
"Do you want to go to Heaven?"
O'Toole said "No, I don't Father"
The priest said "I don't believe this. You mean to tell me that when
you die you don't want to go to Heaven?"
O'Toole said "Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you were getting a group
together to go right now".
Dennis Dixon.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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LINK VILLAGES' FELLOWSHIP
Members sat enthralled on Tuesday, March 27th. when Mrs. Judith
Champion talked about her Art Work and showed examples of her
paintings using different types of materials. She has produced illustrated
Guide Books for Bumham-on- Sea and Brean. She holds exhibitions at her
studio on Stoddens Lane.
The programme was changed on April 10th. when we had our Members'
afternoon with several members reading items or choosing hymns.
Mrs Pat Hase will tell us of Victorian Holidays on April 24th.
On May 8th., we shall go to Milton for the Network meeting. Mrs Di Smart
is to be our Speaker on Tuesday, May 15th.
The Annual Meeting will take place on May 22nd. This will be followed
by Communion.
Eileen Goundry

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK (50th Year)
13th –19th MAY 2007
Christian Aid supports self-help groups at the grassroots of poverty in
many countries. In comparison we are rich and this is our chance to show
we care.
Here are some ways you can help:
1)

Door-to-door collecting (the most successful way to raise funds).

2)

Sponsor the 4 1/2 mile walk on 15th May (or join it and get more

sponsors).
3)
Collect at the M5 Services on Sunday 13th May (put your name
against time slots on notice in B-O-S church porch.
4)

For more information speak to Cliff or Chris Wray
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Christian Aid Week

13th -19th May 2007

Every year Christian Aid Week enables Churches Communities to focus
on the enormous challenge of world poverty. Christian Aid is sponsored by
40 Christian denominations, including the Methodist Church. During this
designed week over 300,000 people are involved in the collection of
money for the charity, making it an amazing act of Christian unity and
witness. The money collected enables Christian Aid to support the work of
nearly 600 partners organisations around the world, educating,
empowering, caring, promoting peace and changing the world for the
better in so many other ways.
Christian Aid this year is concentrating on the effect of climate change
on some of the world's poorest regions and poorest people, helping them to
get involved in, and to be able to take responsibility for, protecting and
developing their own communities.
El Salvador is a small country of 6.7 million people in Central America,
it's history has been marked by political violence; civil war raged from
1980 until 1992, leaving 70,000 people dead. In recent years it has suffered
a series of hurricanes and earthquakes. The increased frequency and
intensity of these hurricanes, earthquakes and subsequent flooding
demonstrates the catastrophic effects climate change is having in El
Salvador one of the world's poorest countries where, even today, more than
half the population have to survive on less than £1 a day.
Christian Aid works with six partner organisations in El Salvador
helping people overcome poverty, reduce the spread of HIV, and live with
the effects of climate change. The promotional literature gives the example
of a typical family. Chus is 15 and lives with his sister and her husband in
the San Luis La Herradura area of El Salvador, an area particularly prone
to natural disasters. "Strong winds and big waves from the sea definitely
causes more floods now " Chus's father died when he was a baby and he
only sees his mother occasionally.
He has been brought up by his sister and her husband, and they live in
three huts which are close together. Chus's hut, which he shares with the
family's livestock, was battered by Hurricane Stan in 2005, which has left
holes in the roof. Chus likes to get involved with his community in a very
practical way and has been strengthening the local river bank with tyres
THE LINK MAY 2007
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and sandbags, in return for some food, under the guidance of Aprondehni,
one of Christian Aid's partners. Aprondehni encourages local people to get
involved in, to take responsibility for, protecting and developing their own
communities. Aprondehni also runs workshops which uses sport and art to
help children overcome the traumas of the hurricanes, floods and
earthquakes The changing climate is creating a situation that calls for an
urgent response.
Archbishop Oscar Rornero worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor
people of El Salvador, speaking out against injustice and oppression, which
brought him into conflict with the government, leading to his assassination
in 1980
He wrote in 1979; " Praying and expecting everything to come from
God and not doing anything yourself is not praying. This is not the time to
say "It's God will ". Many things happen that are not God's will. When
people contribute something of themselves to improve the situation and ask
God for the courage to do so, then there is prayer. "With this in mind
please pray for the thousands of collectors in Britain during this special
week
THE COLLECTORS PRAYER
Lord of life, underneath me are two feet- please may they do this task
willingly; In front of me are rows of doors - please may they open to me
cheerfully; In my hand are dozens of envelopes - please may they be filled
generously; In my heart are millions of needy people - may all I do this
week make a world in which they can thrive.
A gift of just £6 to Christian Aid would enable Aprodehni to clean a
well after a flood, thus ensuring a supply of clean water for the community,
but your support will be giving much more than this. You will also be
helping to educate and train people of the local community – people who
can make an immediate difference, if only they knew how, especially
young people like Chus.
Please, be as generous as you can, with your time, your giving and your
prayers to help poor communities around the world have a better future as
a result of this Christian Aid Week.
Christian Aid - We believe in life before death.
13
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BURNHAM.
Greetings to everyone trusting that you are enjoying the glorious
weather of this past month.
During this holy season of Easter we have been truly blessed at
Burnham with our variety of worship. Our Palm Sunday celebrations were
led by our choir singing "It took a Miracle" by John Peterson, and Maundy
Thursday Rev. Margaret Trapp very meaningful Communion in the
schoolroom) assisted by our Supernumeraries and Local Preachers.
Good Friday saw our choir again contributing to worship which was
led by Rev Stanley Pipet.
Easter Sunday saw us proclaiming "He is Risen- Alleluia" with three
different services, led by Stanley, Joyce and Terence, and we thank them,
our choir, and all the others who have made our Easter so special this
year,- not forgetting the lovely church flowers, and caster eggs!
Did you walk by our Church and see the beautifully decorated cross
outside? Congregation members on Easter Sunday generously donated
gifts of flowers and, after blessing them in worship, the Sunday Club
decorated the bare cross. It did look lovely, and has been much appreciated
by passers -by in the town.
A "forward" date to put in your diary is our Church Anniversary and
Gift Day, planned for June 10th, the evening service will be preceded by a
Sunday tea together, more details in next ‘Link’ but everyone is invited to
this, so book the date!
We continue to remember in our prayers those who cannot join us at
present due to frailty or illness, and we especially look forward to our
Minister Stephens return from his Sabbatical this month, trusting he is
refreshed and renewed for the challenges ahead
Gods Blessing to all.
Eric.
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BURNHAM ON SEA REDEVELOPMENT FUND
Money raised in March 2007 £ 258.93
Total raised by members as at end March £83,851,79
Total raised (Including Bequests, Grants, Loans, Interest and Loans
promised etc.) £112,472.85
FUND RAISING FUTURE EVENTS
May 11th. Supper/Charles Wesley Celebration Hymns- Choir
May 19th. RAINBOW/SPRING FAIR 10.00AM – 12.30PM
May 23rd. Supper/Talents Evening – Ros Anderson
June 20th. Open Day at Daphne Hill’s
July 12th. Afternoon Tea at Cedric and Dorothy May’s
THE RAINBOW/SPRING FAIR on May 19th will reflect the colours of
the rainbow.
GREEN – PLANTS; BLACK

;/WHITE

PINK

BLUE CAKE STALL CARDS
RAFFLE COFFEE/TEA
Can anyone offer to cover the “Yellow” Stall? Please contact Joyce
Joyce F. Plumb (Secretary/Treasurer)

The enemies within
Everybody with a medical condition of any sort is quite prepared to
relate (given the chance) how difficult the diagnosis was, the trouble they
had, the treatment, the tablets they take and so on and so on.
Now I find that I am no exception -1 am well past my sell-by date and,
I have not one but several enemies within -1 am Diabetic, I have Glaucoma
(it has already robbed me of the sight of one eye} I am anaemic, plus
various other bits and bobs.
When my wife explains my main ailment to folk they tend to nod and
say "Oh yes, Parkinson's"- no, it isn't Parkinson's, it is Myasthenia Gravis
15
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"Never heard of it!" neither had 1. It is a rare neurological disease, my GP
once told me that one in 50,000 (or was it one in 500,000?) can get it - for
the life of me I can't remember which, it doesn't really matter - to put it into
simple terms, my immune system has decided that the receptors in the
muscles in my body are aliens, mainly in the upper part of my body
(particularly the neck and latterly in my arms and legs, and is bent on
destroying them) there is no cure - as Bill Bryson might have put it
"Someone has to have it" and I drew a short straw.
It began with dreadful neck pains, awful trouble swallowing and
having appalling difficulty speaking - without going into detail yes, it took
a fair while and many tests in Frenchay Hospital before I was diagnosed. I
now take 23 tablets one day and 25 the next day and so on and so on.
How am I affected? I have difficulty walking, I walk with a "wobble"
and a walking stick - the former I could well do without, the latter is
essential for two reasons [a] to assist my balance and [b] to dispel any
thoughts folks may have that I am inebriated [I jest] - rising from a sitting
position is difficult, getting into bed is an effort (accompanied by much
groaning I'm afraid) My internal "clock" bids me arise at 5 am each and
every day whether I like it or not, at this time in the morning I am as bright
as a button, my energy tapering off towards evening and by tea-time I am
spent; eating the evening meal is a chore, and in the evening unless I have
a good book or there is something interesting on the Television {?) I fall
asleep very quickly.
Why do I tell you all this? well, as it is a rare disease I thought folk
may be interested to know more about it (at first hand as it were) and how
it affects those who have it.
Finally, I must emphasise that I am not seeking sympathy in any way,
there are folk far worse off than I am, and I think of children in particular.
I have much to be thankful for, I have the care and attention of my
wife, my Neurologist, my GP and various Nurses at the Medical Centre
(must not forget the many tablets)
Thank you for reading this.
Dennis Dixon
P.S. I must not grumble - (I do of course)
THE LINK MAY 2007
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BRENT KNOLL
I’m sure we are all enjoying the wonderful spring weather that has warmed
our hearts and made this Easter season so very special. No doubt, the lure of
the outside world has found out all the stiff muscles and aching bones which
have been hibernating along with our gardens!
Our Easter Services seemed even more meaningful and inspiring this year.
The quiet celebration of the Lord's Supper on Maundy Thursday at Burnham
was a beautiful preparation for Good Friday's unusual but impressive service
at East Brent. It took the form of a dramatised meditation which helped us to
understand all the conflicting emotions surrounding that most solemn day in
our Church Calendar. Then came Easter Sunday with its outpouring of joy and
hope against a background of sunshine yellow flowers and little chicks
holding an Easter egg given to us all as we left. We owe a big thank-you to all
who prepared and led our services.
As I write this, the news has just reached us of the death of the Reverend
Iain Craig a wonderful preacher with a fantastic memory and whose Prayers
straight from the heart were an inspiration. Increasing health problems have
for some time now, forced Iain to come to terms with a limited life style,
which he found difficult to accept, but which he faced with courage and
determination. We were delighted that he was able to celebrate Easter Sunday
in our Chapel. We send our deepest sympathy to Jennie and daughter Rosie as
they come to terms with their loss.
By the time this copy of the LINK is in circulation, we shall have held a
service in the chapel at which 12 young people will be receiving certificates
for completing this years Bible study course. This course is aimed mainly for
the Shell Group but it was heartening that several of the older youth club
asked to be involved. We don't see them regularly at Sunday worship but at
least they know what the inside of a church looks like and are absorbing
something of our Christian faith. We owe a lot to Keith and Sue for all they
are doing with the youngsters
Our Spring Coffee Morning will be on Saturday May 5 th 10.30am to
12.00noon. We hope you will join us for a chat over coffee and a browse
round the stalls.
Greetings to all our Link friends and God bless.
Barbara Drew.
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BREAN
What a wonderful tribute the writer paid to Gilbert Dibble in
last month's Link. Losing such a sincere and faithful member of their
Church at Brent Knoll is going to be felt for a long time but what
God takes away with one hand he gives with the other and so we
hear already another member has agreed to take on some of his
duties. We must remember Keith in our prayers – to follow such a
faithful servant is not a very easy thing to do.
Well the celebrations of Easter are over. Some of us who went
to the Maundy Thursday service were deeply moved as we sat round
the communion table and as we contemplated the meaning of it and
thought of what was going to happen next day. Then on Easter
Sunday morning our friends at St Bridget's joined us - this was the
first time we have united on Easter morning - and our Church
resounded with “Christ is risen Alleluia” Yes crowds of visitors
came and we enjoyed a good time of Fellowship over a cuppa
afterwards. So we face another year with renewed faith and
commitment.
Dare I mention the weather? Hasn't it been wonderful - the
gardens will soon be saying we could do with some rain. Enjoy the
warm sun and the beautiful blossoms everywhere - isn't nature
wonderful.
We send our best wishes to all our friends of the Link. Some
have been poorly and we think of them and wish them well, Marjorie and Walter Godwin have both been very poorly, also
Margaret Hicks has back problems which is a worry at the moment
and is trying to rest a bit.
We remember you all in our prayers,
God's blessings to you all,
Lilian Stone.
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EAST BRENT
It was good to have Gwen Oldham, together with her son Clive and his
wife in our Congregation on Passion Sunday, when the opportunity was
taken to dedicate a bible in memory of Revd Rex. Revd Margaret Trapp
took the service and Jill spoke movingly of the faith of Rex and all that he
had done for the Church and particularly for East Brent. I believe a tree is
to be planted in Rex's memory at one of his favourite churches, Downham
Market.
On Palm Sunday, we were delighted to welcome Michael and Isobel
King to East Brent. Michael's association with East Brent springs from his
parents Joan and Arnold who were devoted members of our Church for
many years. Isobel brought with her some willows and Michael told us
how the Sunday before Easter was previously known as Willow Sunday.
He brought some Easter Crosses which were made in Gambia and told us
of his work as a senior leader in Overseas Missions in the Methodist
Church. On a more personal note, he was intending to bring his mother to
Church, but though physically well, like so many of us, her memory is not
what it once was.
And so to Easter. It was good to see so many of our friends from the
other churches within the Link at our Good Friday service. Revd Stephen
Marr used a series of meditations prepared by the Iona Community,
sharing the thoughts of "Voices from the Crowd". We heard from Rachel
the priests housemaid, Barabbas, Simon who carried the cross, the
executioner Cato and finally Mary. It was a very moving service and we
left quietly preparing ourselves for the joy of Easter Sunday. From the grief
and sorrow of that Friday with its bare cross of thorns, we moved to Easter
Sunday when that same cross was enriched with a profusion of Spring
Flowers. After the service we were able to take the Cross outside and
hopefully it will bring delight to those who pass by for a few more days.
Stephen again took our service and it was good to have a follow up from
the events on that dreadful day. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.
David Craig.
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Minister
Revd. Stephen Hill, 28A Caernarvon Way. Burnham on Sea. TA8 2DQ

On a sabbatical until Mid May.

Associate Minister (Burnham on Sea)
Rev. Joyce Plumb

Tel (01278) 794125

Editors
Cedric & Dorothy May, 6 Brightstowe Road. Burnham on Sea. TA8 2HW
cedric.May@btinternet.com
Tel.(01278) 784204

Web Sites
www.methodistchurchburnhamonsea.org.uk
www.brean-methodist-church.home.dhs.org

The Deadline for the

June 2007 “LINK” is
Sunday 20th May 2007
LARGE PRINT COPIES (A4 format) of the “LINK” are available.
Please contact the Editor if you would like one.
________________________________________________________
If you do not have the ‘LINK’ regularly and would like to do so, please fill
in the slip and hand to a Steward. or send to the Editor.
Price £3.00 per annum. Inland Post £3.00 per annum.
NAME…………………………………………………
ADDRESS………………………………………………………...
………………………….…………………………………………
………………………….…………………………………………
POST CODE…………………CHURCH………….……….
LINK £3.00

Postage £………… Donation £………

Please make Cheques Payable to “Burnham on Sea Methodist Church.”
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