
 
Opening Prayer 
Warm my heart Lord, and may your glory be seen in what I do and who I am. 
Amen. 
 

1. Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
and publish abroad his wonderful name: 
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol; 
his kingdom is glorious, and rules over all. 

 
2. God ruleth on high, almighty to save; 

and still he is nigh, his presence we have; 
the great congregation his triumph shall sing; 
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 

 
3. ‘Salvation to God who sits on the throne!’ 

Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son: 
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 

 
4. Then let us adore, and give him his right, 

all glory and power, all wisdom and might, 
all honour and blessing, with angels above, 
and thanks never-ceasing, and infinite love. 

Charles Wesley 

 
Prayers 
Lord of all glory,  

• we come seeking your wisdom that we may glorify you through our 
thinking;  

• we come seeking your love, that we may glorify you through our 
emotions; we come seeking your strength, that we may glorify you at 
all times;  



• we come seeking your perseverance, that we may glorify you in all 
places.  

Show us how to live, that our lives shine with your glory, and those who 
encounter us may know you, and know that you are at work in your world. 
Amen. 
 
Reading  Acts 1: 1 – 11 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he 
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to 
know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 
 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, 
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.”   
 
Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they arrived, they went 
upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, 
John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all 
joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 



Sermon 
Do you like waiting? The Easter season seems to include a lot of waiting. We 
sit through Lent, waiting for Easter, reminding ourselves of the time Jesus 
spent in the desert waiting to begin his full time ministry, waiting to leave the 
desert and get started. We have the waiting between Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday as we remember the crucifixion and wait to celebrate the 
resurrection. Now, in the Christian calendar we are in another period of 
waiting. Thursday was Ascension Day, the day we heard about in our reading 
today, and next Sunday is Pentecost Day the day we celebrate the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, the birthday of the church.  
 
In today’s reading from Acts the disciples were focused on Jesus, they want to 
know if this is the time. They are like children on a car journey wanting to 
know if they are ‘nearly there’! They believed that God had called Jesus to be 
the true King of Israel and that they had been called as disciples to be part of 
this movement. Jesus had confused them, they had not expected him to die 
such a violent death and now he was back from the dead, was he now about 
to renew the kingdom? Jesus tells them that the time and hour are not theirs 
to know. It is not about what or when God he is going to act next, but what 
they are going to do.  
 
Jesus was not making them wait for fun. He was not trying to torture them. 
He did not want them to rush off as then they would be doing it in their own 
strength, perhaps pursuing their own agenda and forgetting what their true 
mission and purpose was. They have to wait for the Holy Spirit, for the 
presence of God to be in them and with them, only then will they be able to 
achieve their mission. They now had to wait until the arrival of the promised 
Holy Spirit.  
 
And so, they waited. Perhaps, if they were anything like me, the waiting was  
the hardest part. Perhaps not! After all they allowed these promises of Jesus 
to sink into their hearts as they waited. The prayed and worshipped together 
as they waited. And we know the end of their waiting. The Spirit was poured 
out, not just given but lavishly shared with signs and wonders, making 
everything the Apostles and the early Church was to accomplish possible. 
Because the end of waiting is the revealing of that which has been 
anticipated….but that is for next week. 
 



Prayers 
I bring before you, O God, my concerns for your world:  

where there is violence, we pray for peace;  
where there is sickness, we pray for health;  
where there is despair, we pray for hope.  

Guide my activity and guide your church: that we may find ways to grow in 
love and in the power of the Holy Spirit. May we always honour you in our 
lives; may we serve our communities in Jesus’ name. 
 
Today I especially want to pray for…………… 
 
Lord, hear me, heal me and shine through my life. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer…… 
 

1. Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
 fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what Thou dost love, 
 and do what Thou wouldst do. 
 

2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until with Thee I will one will,  
to do and to endure. 
 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
till I am wholly Thine, 
until this earthly part of me  
glows with Thy fire divine. 
 

4. Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
so shall I never die, 
but live with Thee the perfect life  
of Thine eternity. 

 
Blessing 
God be with me as I leave this time of worship. May I know God’s presence in 
my every day, and live this message of love and hope. And the blessing of 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. Amen 


